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mined by their hatred of me. They urged that peace
was threatened by the disfavour with*which the Powers
regarded the latest reorganisation of Germany, and yet
in dealing with the military question they endeavoured,
in combination with the Centre party, to weaken
rather than to strengthen our power of resistance.
They opposed the consolidation of the Empire in every
way. First, they were against Eussia, particularly in.
1*863 ; then, when our relations with that country became
less satisfactory, they took up the Eussian side ; and
when we were once more on a better footing with St.
Petersburg they again turned against Russia. They
opposed the Socialists at first, but when the Anti-
Socialist laws came up for discussion they assisted them.
Finally, when I came forward with State Socialism they
fought it tooth and nail, because it is a weapon against
the revolution which they desire. What they require
is discontent. That is their element, and the means
by which they promote their ends. They sacrifice
everything to that. It was the case in the question of
customs and taxation, and with regard to the more
lenient application of the May Laws which they also
opposed in the commencement, as well as in the
Hamburg affair in which they were thorough Particu-
larists, as they had formerly been in the Schleswig-
Holstein question. It was the same in the purchase of
the railways by the State, which has given exceptionally
good results and with which the public is perfectly
satisfied. Throughout the whole history of the Empire
the Progressist party has been the advocatus diaholi.
Happily however they were invariably mere firework
devils," he added, smiling.

" Bellows," (Pustriche) I said, " as Mephisto called
them, when he assembled the devils with straight and
crooked horns over to the grave of Dr. ]?aust."